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number are cooks in the houses of the wealthy, as from
their hand 'all can eat, while they in many cases would
consider it ar> intolerable insult to be asked to eat with
thftr masters. Not a few are beggars.
There are places in Benares to which people resort
almSst as much as to the temple of Bisheshwar. Among
these I may mention the tank of Pishachmochan, a word
meaning deliverance from demons, as bathing in it is
considered very efficacious in securing this end, and the
temple and tank of Durga at a place called Durgakund
At this latter place there are many hundreds of monkeys—
some say thousands, though this is doubtless an exaggera-
tion—which scamper about in all directions, and fare well
at the hands of Durga's worshippers. These animals are
deemed gods and goddesses, and woe to the person who
does them any harm.
The monkeys are not the only animals deemed sacred
at Benares. All who have heard anything about the city
have heard about the-well-fed lazy bulls prowling about
the streets, and insisting on making free with the goods
of the vegetable and grain sellers. These are no longer
to be seen going about in their former fashioa I shall
have something to say afterwards about them.
Mr. Sherring gives an account of forty melas, or
religions festivals, in the course of the year in Benares.
The principal of these are the Holee, the Saturnalia of
the Hindus, the Ram Leela (the dramatic representa-
tion of the life of Ram as given in the epic poem, " The
Ramayan")> and the Pilgrimage of the Panch Kosee,
when the people make the circuit of the city, and halt
for the night at certain assigned stations. On the occa-
sion of eclipses vast numbers resort to Benares from all
parts of India.

